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Session 
Structure

Framework & timings

Part 1 10m

Part 2 5m

Part 3 15m

Part 4 15m

Introductions and Purpose

Engagement Overview

Community Development Principles 
and Illustrative Plan

Updated Timeline and Questions 
[Feedback form link via QR code]



Engagement 
Timeline
Overview and 
summary of 
engagement 
activity to date

2024 2025 2026

Nov 
2024

May 
2025

Jun 
2025

Aug 
2025

Feb 
2026

Nov 
2025

Dec 
2025

Jan 
2026

Engagement 
Overview

Ausbuild met with 
Deputy Mayor & 
General Manager 
of City Planning, 
City of Gold Coast 
Council.

Pre-lodgement 
meeting held with 

Council Officers 
to understand 

council concerns 
and objectives. 

Ausbuild met 
with local 
Councillor to 
discuss proposal 
and Community 
Engagement 
Strategy.

Site Walk held with 
Council officers to 
discuss key matters. 

Community 
Engagement 
Commenced 
with Focus Group 
Sessions between 
August and 
November.

Workshop Summary 
provided back 

to Focus Group 
Participants and 
local Councillor.

Community 
Engagement 
Local Pop-up 
at Coomera 
Square. 

Ausbuild 
meeting with 
State member.

Community 
Engagement 
Update and 
Feedback 
Sessions 
underway.



Key directions 
& principles
Translating feedback 
into actions and 
future outcomes

08
This section illustrates how 
key directions and principles 
identified through the 
community engagement 
process may be translated into 
development outcomes within 
the Willow Vale study area.

The outcome is not intended 
as a formal development plan 
for planning purposes. At this 
stage it is intended as a simple 
diagrammatic summary of 
what the principles could 
mean in the Willow Vale 
setting. 

It provides an illustrative 
‘bridge’ in the process 
between the identification 
of principles and the 
development of the structure 
plan that will form part of the 
planning submission (and 
which is being informed by the 
adoption of these principles).

Indicative 
Intent

Process Overview

Focus Group Workshops

Engagement activity 
provided an understanding of 
opportunities and constraints. 

A mapping activity provided 
local insights into the setting 
and the various considerations 
that should shape future 
development intent.

Key directions and principles 
were summarised following the 
workshops and communicated 
in the summary document.

Principles Applied

This document has developed 
the key directions and 
principles into a simple 
illustrative plan to capture how 
these may be applied to future 
development in the Willow Vale 
study area.

This plan of ‘Community 
Development Principles’ also 
benefits from technical studies 
that are underway.

Key themes:

Planning Process

Rural & Rural 
Residential Character

Emerging 
Community

Community 
Infrastructure

The formal structure plan for 
the study area will reflect the 
key themes identified within 
this document, as a response 
to community engagement and 
technical studies.

The illustrative plan in this 
document does not have 
formal planning status, 
but it has been defined to 
communicate direction to the 
local community in the short 
term and inform the emerging 
structure plan. 

Note: Numbering
This has been defined as 
section 08 to follow the 
numbering in the previous 
Focus Group Workshops 
Summary Document

*

*



Key directions 
& principles

08
The Focus Group Workshops 
Summary Document 
(December 2025) included 
a concise summary of the 
key messages that had 
emerged from the community 
engagement process. 

They are repeated here as 
these have now been used 
as the guidance to apply 
the principles to Willow 
Vale as a location for future 
development.

Quick Recap Future Directions

Key directions 
& principles
Translating feedback 
into actions and 
future outcomes

05
The Focus Group workshops provided the 
opportunity for the local community to 
communicate things that they consider to be 
most important about future development 
at Willow Vale. The things we heard have 
been translated into a set of high-level 
actions and principles to guide future 
design.

The list is a concise summary and does 
not reflect an intended hierarchy of 
importance. All the points are considered 
to be important. It is intended that this 
feedback will be used as a starting point for 
engagement with the Community Reference 
Group, to enable the local community to 
assist with shaping future development that 
is sensitive to conservation and community 
concerns, whilst still achieving the delivery 
of diverse housing to support planning 
intent.

Future Directions
• Protect important areas 

of landscape and deliver 
future development that 
is sensitive to the balance 
between housing need and 
landscape character.

• Conserve significant 
habitat and biodiversity 
within the Willow Vale 
environment.

• Maintain landscape 
characteristics that are 
important to the identity 
of Willow Vale as a unique 
place.

• Create a place with housing 
diversity and variety. 

• Deliver appropriate 
infrastructure to support 
the needs of a growing 
community, to ensure future 
function and resilience.

• Create a place with 
significant green 
characteristics and streets 
with trees.

• Ensure that future 
development can foster a 
sense of local community.

Focus Group 
Workshops 
Summary 
Document

This page 
reproduced 

from previous 
summary 
document



08

•	 Protection of significant areas of the 
local environment.

•	 Balance housing need with the 
conservation of landscape character, 
habitat and biodiversity.

Directions & Principles Indicative Intent
These are the headlines from the 
engagement process (the things that 
the community considered to be most 
important).

This is how these important directions and 
principles may be adopted as part of future 
development intent, when applied to the 
Willow Vale setting.

Conserve character, habitat and biodiversity by 
concentrating new development in areas with 
the least environmental impact. Avoid sensitive 
areas of the Willow Vale landscape.

Deliver a mix of housing types to create diversity 
and choice within a development that can 
appeal to different community needs. Deliver 
appropriate ‘people-friendly’ places.

Rural and Rural 
Residential 
Character

Key Themes

Emerging 
Community

Community 
Infrastructure

•	 Deliver appropriate infrastructure in the 
form of safe and green streets, spaces 
and connections to support the needs of 
a growing community.

Ensure that new development is supported by 
new and upgraded infrastructure as part of an 
integrated approach to housing, streets and open 
spaces. Deliver a cohesive community setting.

•	 Delivery of housing diversity within a 
future development that can foster a 
sense of community.

•	 Establish distinctive green characteristics 
within the development that reflect the 
Willow Vale setting.

Principles 
applied
Translating feedback 
into actions and 
future outcomes



Community 
Development 
Principles
Illustrative Plan

08
Principles Applied

Emerging 
Community

Community 
Infrastructure

Rural & Rural 
Residential Character

Established 
Residential 
Community

Maintaining existing 
wildlife in rural area 

Connecting 
to existing 
residential 

areas
Maintaining 

connectivity to rural 
character
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Housing 
diversity

Legend

Red line to define 
study area boundary 
(urban footprint)

Maintain and celebrate 
Rural and Rural Residential 
Character within the site area 
and beyond

Concentrated 
focus area for 
new community 
development

Road upgrades to support 
new development (streets 
and connections as 
part of new community 
infrastructure)

Established 
Residential 
Community

New community 
development generally 
connected to established 
areas of housing

Waterway 
corridor

Buffer treatments 
to address interface 
between rural / 
rural residential 
and the emerging 
community

Street upgrades to 
new community 

areas

Higher densities to 
be located closer 

to established 
residential 

community areas

Enhance the 
qualities of the 

existing waterways 
with potential 

for dedication to 
Council as a linear 

parkland

The illustrative plan has been defined 
as a simple way to communicate how 
community development principles may 
be applied to the establishment of new 
community development at Willow Vale.

The sketched character of the plan 
reflects general intent derived from the 
engagement process. This is not intended 
to be read as a detailed technical plan. 

The structure plan is being developed 
to reflect these principles and it will 
form part of the technical package 
to be submitted as part of the future 
development application.

ROSEMOUNT DRIVE



Timeline

Variation 
Request

Planning scheme 
variation to support the 
implementation of the 

structure plan 
(Ausbuild sites)

DA1

Development 
Application

Formal Lodgement
(‘Reconfiguration of a Lot’)

DA2

Structure 
Plan Design

Development Intent for 
the Investigation Area 

(what goes where?)

Ongoing Lodgement March

Structure of roads, 
development areas 

and retained features - 
broad intent.

Lodgement Q1 2027

Assessment & 
Determination

Anticipated Approval - 
Q1 2027

[Next step follows approval]

Assessment & 
Determination

Anticipated Approval - 
Q3 2027

More detailed information - 
lot and housing layouts

Process 
Roadmap
Anticipated 
milestones 
and timescales 
(estimated)

04

Note: Numbering
This page is an update to 
section 04 in the previous 
Focus Group Workshops 
Summary Document

*

*



Feedback 
Opportunity

Feedback

This summary is to be emailed 
to all attendees (and Focus 
Group Workshop participants) 
as a pdf document, following 
completion of these 
information sessions.

A QR code has also been 
established to enable 
feedback to be provided in 
response to the Community 
Development Principles and 
associated information.

Thank you.


